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Meeting opened at 11-10am
1 Chairman

The Chairman welcomed all delegates, and convened meeting.
2 Attendees

2.1 Present

Officers: 
Mike Regan (Vice Chairman); Steve Brooker (General Secretary); 
Jason Davies (Treasurer); Robert Shore (Examination Secretary) 
Delegates
Tony Clayton (R1); Yvonne Armitage (R2); Andy Price (R3); Marshall Morter (R4); 
Peter Hallet (R5) Sue Mitchell (R7)
Observers
Mike Perkins (R4); Phil Turner (R2); Richard Rhodes (R2); Eileen Pearson (R2)
Absent
None
2.2 Apologies

Wesley McKelvey (R6).
3 Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last delegates meeting (15th October 2006) were taken as read; proposed as a true record by Peter Hallett (R5) and seconded by Sue Mitchell (R7)











Voting: Unanimous
4 Matters Arising From Minutes 
Minute 8.3 (action point – Gen. Secretary) “As a result of the Senior Referee’s report, and the comments of the Tournament Director, the committee is considering disciplinary action against Olwyn Blagborough (R3). The General Secretary will write to Olwyn to inform her and give her the opportunity to justify her actions before the next meeting in January”

The General Secretary wrote to Olwyn but has not received a reply. The matter would be put back to end of the meeting to give Olwyn time to arrive.

5 Correspondence
5.1 Yvonne Armitage (R2)
Letter enclosing CV, request to be assessed and considered for upgrade to Senior.
5.2 George Harwood (IPA)

Request for referees for Hardy & Hanson event at the Beechdale, Nottingham.

5.3 Stan Robinson (R7)
Related a situation that occurred at Yarmouth where a referee called time out to assess a total snooker and the time keeper refused because it appeared obvious. When questioned the time keeper stated that he had been told by a senior referee to do this.
The action described is wrong. It is not always necessary to call a time out every time a request for a total snooker, foul snooker etc. is made. If it is clear then the decision should be given and the frame continues. However, if at any time a referee feels that he/she needs time to assess the situation then time out should be called. The time keeper can NEVER refuse such a request from the referee at the table.
5.4 Pete Carr (CIU)
Request for a referee for the CIU final on 2nd December 2006 in Doncaster.
Mike Regan reported that the tables in the clubs that are selected to stage these events are generally of poor quality and not maintained. It was suggested that we write to Pete Carr to inform him of this.
Action Point: General Secretary
5.5 Iorweth Griffiths
Request for a referee to officiate at University Home Nations event.
5.6 David Mawhinney (EPA)
To confirm referee rates for CYP events; payment will be £25 + 20p per mile travelling expenses. The CYP has limited funds and we wish to assist the young people and encourage their participation in the sport.
5.7 Ivor Edwards (EPA)
Letter to inform us that following the resignations of Les Church and Graham Hewlett, the new chairman of the EPA is Mike Perkins, and the new treasurer is David Mawhinney.
5.8 Brian Jennings (R2)

Letter stating that he remains unhappy about the decision made at the previous meeting regarding his grade, but has now re-affiliated.
5.9 Eileen Pearson (R2)

Letter, enclosing CV, requesting assessment for upgrade to ‘A’ grade.

5.10 Peter Hallett (R5)

Letter, enclosing CV, requesting assessment for upgrade to ‘A’ grade
5.11 George Harwood (IPA)

Email request for referees (dated the 8th January at 21.21hrs) for a European IPA event the following Sunday (14th January 2007). Attached correspondence showed that the players had been informed back on the 13th December 2006 but no communication had been sent to the EPRA General Secretary. In the interim it transpired that George Harwood had approached a referee direct for the event and had spoken to the Chairman, who referred him to the General Secretary. Not for the first time George Harwood has failed to follow protocol and the Chairman said that he would speak to George Harwood and ask him to co-operate in future.
5.12 Becky Hedgcock (CYP)

Request for referees for the Central Area pool finals for Sunday the 22nd April 2007 at Rileys Snooker Centre, Derngate, Northampton.
5.13 George Harwood (IPA)
Request for referees for the European Championships, 18th -23rd February 2007 to be held at the Paramount Hotel, Daventry.
5.14 Phil Turner (R2)

Email expressing concern that there hasn’t been a West Yorkshire County RA meeting for some time and a request to the Regional Delegate is organise this.
5.15 Outgoing Correspondence
(1) Letter to Olwyn Blagborough (R3) re Yarmouth incident.
(2) Email to Dave Mawhinney re referee rate review (details under EPA section)

(3) Reply to Brian Jennings (R2) 

(4) Email to Neil Burchall (West Yorkshire County Pool) re clarification of E grade rules.
Break for lunch 12.20pm – resumed after AGM at 2.20pm.

6 Finance Report 
6.1 Report

Account details were presented at the AGM that followed this meeting.
6.2 Expenses

   The following expenses were submitted and approved:
 Shaun Baker (Chairman)

£29.00 (travel)
 Mike Regan (Vice Chairman)
               £28.00 (travel)
 Steve Brooker (General Secretary)
      £143.70 (travel, postage)
 Jason Davies (Treasurer)                     £89.96 (travel, postage)
 Robert Shore (Exam Secretary)           £27.08 (postage & exam papers) 
7 Examination Secretary’s Report (by Robert Shore)
7.1 Examinations Held

Examinations since last meeting, July to October 2006

	
	D Grade
	Pass
	
	E Grade
	Pass
	

	Region 1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 2
	1
	0
	
	2
	0
	

	Region 3
	5
	2
	
	3
	0
	

	Region 4
	
	
	
	20
	8
	

	Region 5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 6
	1
	1
	
	13
	6
	

	Region 7
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	7
	3
	
	38
	14
	Grand Total 7+38=445          £225:00


7.2 E Grade Referees
It has been noticed that some E grade referees had not been receiving the minutes and other correspondence. Also that information sent to the Region 4 Delegate regarding this had not been received.
8  Events Reports
8.1 Champion of Champions (Yarmouth) - Senior: Mike Regan
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-
Nine referees were in attendance and all were correctly dressed. After the morning briefing three were sent to the games room; the remainder worked in the main hall and the tables were divided into four sections. Referees worked one hour on and half hour off.
During the day, one player was reported for a dress code violation – frame forfeited; one lady player was taken ill (hyper-ventilating) – Mel Harley assisted her.

At 5pm the Youth Grand Prix and Ladies KO Cup commenced. There were several three man play offs which caused delays. At 9pm Andy Price took over as Senior Referee and he did a creditable job. The days play finished at 01.55hrs.

On Sunday, again all referees were punctual and correctly dressed. The day progressed well and the senior was not called to the tables on any occasion. There were no problems, thanks in the main to Jason Davies on the top table, but the lateness of the finish on Saturday (2am) was unacceptable.
9 Regional Reports (written)
9.1 Region 1 (Tony Clayton) 
There will be an exam held in the region in March, in Durham with 10 candidates.
Nothing more to report.

9.2 Region 2 (Yvonne Armitage)

AGM will be held in February. Nothing more to report
9.3 Region 3 (Andy Price) 
Everything running smoothly; exam being held on the 18th February – 20 candidates.
9.4 Region 4 (Marshall Morter) 
Request for list of referees used in recent National Events; still searching for background information about the EPRA and will supply in due course; request exam secretary for details of E grade referees; everything going OK in the Region.
9.5 Region 5 (Peter Hallett) 
Very little to report, Gloucestershire to return to Inter County pool.
9.6 Region 6 (Wesley McKelvey) 
Delegate not present – no report received. 
9.7 Region 7 (Sue Mitchell) 
We just had our AGM which was poorly attended, no nominations received for Delegate so incumbent to continue for two years; David Tildesley and Jim Miles arranging exams; the R7 tour now has additional venues; all else going well.
10 EPA Report (Steve Brooker)
The agreement for the daily rate for referees is now due for renewal. However, as the referee requirements, and budgets, for 2007 have already been set, it is suggested that the review takes place this year effective for the 2008 events. The agreement will then run for two years and will be reviewed in 2009 in time for the 2010 events.
The proposal is that the daily rate be raised from £55 to £60; the evening rate to remain unchanged at £40 and the Senior Referee supplement to remain at £5 per day.

Proposed by the General Secretary; seconded by Sue Mitchell (R7)

Voting: 

For 9

 Against 1

11 Forthcoming Events
11.1 18th/23rd February: European Championships (Daventry)
11.2 2nd March: England Team Trials (Yarmouth)
11.3 3rd/4th March: Inter County Finals (Yarmouth)
11.4 29th/30th March: World Champ. Qualifiers - Men (Yarmouth)
11.5 31st March/1st April: Interleague Finals (Yarmouth)
12 Professional Events
12.1 9th/11th February: IPA Tour 1 (Hinckley)
12.2 6th/9th April: IPA Tour 2 (Hinckley)
13 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on the 22nd April 2007 at 11am, at the Stonebridge Manor Hotel, (Meriden Suite) Coventry.
All Delegates are reminded that, if for any reason they cannot attend, they must send a deputy. Would they also send their written reports by email or post to the General Secretary in advance of the meeting so that if for any reason they cannot attend we can still read their report.
14 Any Other Business

14.1 Andy Price (R4)
At the recent Hardy & Hanson event at the Beechdale, part of the competition involved a professional event and the acting senior refused to use two referees who had not attended the professional seminar. This was wrong. The organiser requested “local” referees with no stipulation as to grade or experience. When a referee is appointed for any event by the General Secretary then they should be deemed competent and should be used without segregation. 
14.2 Olwyn Blagborough (R3)

Olwyn did not attend the meeting and it was noted that she had not renewed her membership. In view of the seriousness of the allegation against her it was decided that if she does renew her membership it should either be at D grade, or at C grade if she pays double the fee. 
It was also noted that Olwyn acts as senior referee at County matches and this should stop. The General Secretary is to write to Geoff Wilson (R3 Director) to inform him of this decision.




Action Point: General Secretary
Meeting closed at 14.25
15 Summary of Actions

	Who
	Summary
	Reference

	General Secretary
	Write to Pete Carr (CIU)
	5.4

	General Secretary
	Write to Geoff Wilson (R3)
	14.2
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