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Meeting opened at 11-05am
1 Chairman

The Chairman welcomed all delegates, and convened meeting.
2 Attendees

2.1 Present

Officers: 
Steve Brooker (General Secretary); Jason Davies (Treasurer); 
Robert Shore (Examination Secretary) 
Delegates
Tony Clayton (R1); Andy Price (R3); Peter Hallett (R5) 
Observers
None
Absent
Region 2 (No Delegate); Wesley McKelvey (R6); Sue Mitchell (R7)
2.2 Apologies

Mike Regan (Vice Chairman); Marshall Morter (R4)
3 Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last delegates meeting (28th January 2007) were taken as read; proposed as a true record by Andy Price (R3) and seconded by Tony Clayton (R1)











Voting: Unanimous
4 Matters Arising From Minutes 
Minute 14.2 (action point – Gen. Secretary) Olwyn Blagborough incident:
The General Secretary confirmed that he has notified the EPA and the R3 Director of the outcome of the disciplinary action against Olwyn, and it is noted that to date she has not renewed her membership.

Unless an application to rejoin is received from her, no further action will be taken by the committee. 
5 Correspondence
5.1 Dave Holden (R6)
Email requesting details of the new delegate for Region 6 following the resignation of Wesley McKelvey:  Wesley held the R6 AGM in January and all R6 referees were invited; however only two referees attended and it was therefore not possible to elect a new delegate. Wesley has agreed to continue until a replacement is appointed.
5.2 Ivor Edwards (EPA)
Letter from Ivor concerning the Olwyn Blagborough incident in which he reiterated that the EPA has decided not to take action against her. The EPRA disciplinary action was independent of the EPA viewpoint, and the EPRA committee took action based upon the facts relating to Olwyn’s refereeing ability. 
5.3 Alan Scorer 
Request for guidance concerning a query raised by Alex Gillies where a “deliberate foul” had been played and the question of fair play/sportsmanship was raised, also whether this would constitute a loss of frame. The General Secretary replied with reference to the published guidance on this rule and confirmed that the penalty is a standard foul, two visits and not a loss of frame.
5.4 Becky Hedgcock (CYP)
Request for referees for an event in Derngate, Northants on 22nd April 2007.
Details forwarded to Peter Hallett (R5) to appoint referees.
5.5 Pete Carr (CIU)
Request for referees to officiate at their semi finals at two venues on the 5th May; one in Chippenham and one in Preston. Referees appointed as requested.
5.6 Phil Turner (R2)
West Yorkshire referees held a meeting on the 15th April to elect a new county delegate and Phil was elected.
5.7 Geoff Wilson (EPA)
Email concerning the CYP events, requesting that copies of the details for referees be sent to the various members of the CYP organisation. 
5.8 Ivor Edwards (EPA)
Email concerning the forthcoming CYP event requesting that information regarding the appointed referees is sent to Amanda Speight.  The General Secretary has sent copies of the many emails concerning this event to Amanda and the CYP organisers.
5.9 Mel Harley (R3)
Email from Mel to inform the committee of his new email address.
5.10 Outgoing Correspondence
(1) Letter to Eileen Pearson to confirm that she will be assessed for upgrade to “A”
(2) Letter to Peter Hallett to confirm that she will be assessed for upgrade to “A”.
6 Finance Report 
6.1 Report

Account details were presented up to the 16th April 2007, and copies given to all committee members.
6.2 Expenses

   The following expenses were submitted and approved:
 Shaun Baker (Chairman)

£29.00 (travel)
 Steve Brooker (General Secretary)
      £90.84 (travel, postage)
 Jason Davies (Treasurer)                     £64.00 – net £54.00 (travel)

6.3 Other Matters

(1) Esther Francis ‘D’ grade accepted (missing for 2006)

(2) The cost of the teas/coffees provided at Delegates Meetings will in future be paid for by the EPRA.

7 Examination Secretary’s Report (by Robert Shore)
7.1 Examinations Held

Examinations since AGM, January 2006 to April 2007

	
	D Grade
	Pass
	
	E Grade
	Pass
	

	Region 1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 2
	10
	3
	
	3
	1
	

	Region 3
	16
	5
	
	
	
	

	Region 4
	
	
	
	23
	15
	

	Region 5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 6
	1
	
	
	5
	2
	

	Region 7
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	26
	8
	
	31
	16
	Grand Total 26+31=57             £285:00


We are currently assessing Eileen Pearson (R2) and Peter Hallett (R5) for ‘A’ Grade.

Yvonne Armitage will be assessed for S grade at a forthcoming event.

7.2 Forthcoming Exams
Jason Davies reports that there are two exams to be held in Region 7, one in Kent and one in Berkshire.
Dave Tildesley is required to hold another exam to complete his probationary period.

8  Events Reports
8.1 European Championships - Senior: Christine Robins (R2)
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-
Held in the Hilton Hotel, Daventry 19th – 23rd February 2007; everything ran smoothly and all referees were in attendance on time. The senior was called to the floor on only 4 occasions during the entire week; one incident involved a jump shot (the cue ball left the table) that was seen by her and the organiser (George Harwood). The players were informed that as this was a serious foul, the cue ball would be replaced and not ball in hand for the oncoming player. 
8.2 England Team Trials (Yarmouth) – Senior: John Hope (R4)

The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-
All referees arrived on time and were smartly dressed. They worked well throughout the event and the senior was not called to the floor. The event started at 9am and the last 3 referees were stood down at 9.30pm; referees worked one hour on and half hour off with these being adjusted to 45 minutes for a lunch break. The fact that the Youth trials were moved to the weekend eased the workload considerably.

Just one referee needed to be spoken to regarding his time-keeping and also for spending too long talking to spectators.
8.3 Inter County Finals (Yarmouth) – Senior: Steve Brooker (R7)

The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-
This year’s event required 44 referees (plus senior) due to the fact that the England Youth Trials were moved from Friday to the weekend. Because of the difficulty in briefing such a large number of referees, it was decided to appoint 8 assistant senior referees and to divide the main group accordingly. 
A letter to each referee was prepared in advance giving full details of the event, the requirements for the first day, and the name of their group senior. A copy of this letter was given to each referee as they booked in upon arrival on Friday and the final briefing prior to the start on Saturday was conducted by each assistant senior.
On Friday evening, the Senior Referee attended a meeting with the Tournament Director and the County Managers, and the final playing directions were given. Later that evening a meeting was held between the Senior Referee and the 8 assistant referees to relay the final instructions. 
The event ran very well and all referees were punctual and smartly dressed. The senior referee was called to the floor on just four occasions to give decisions on total/foul snookers and the event passed without any serious problem. 

Thanks goes to the 8 senior referees who helped to make the event a success and special mention to the E grade referees from Region 4 (Stuart Burgess, Sally Burgess and Spencer Smith) who stepped in at the last minute to make up the numbers and performed excellently. 
8.4 World Championships Qualifiers – Senior: Marshall Morter (R4)
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-

Due to work commitments the senior was unable to arrive in time to book the referees in and thanks goes to Christine Robins (R2) who assistant in his absence.

All referees were in attendance as requested and all were immaculately dressed. The referees were divided into four groups (walkabout) working ½ hour on and ½ hour off. The senior was called upon just once to give a decision on a foul snooker. Referees were stood down by 10.15pm on the Thursday evening.  On Friday, again all referees were on time and again the senior was only called upon on one occasion to decide on a foul snooker. The idea of having the irons positioned in the centre of the room worked very well. Play finished at 8.20pm. Assessments were carried out on Peter Hallett and Eileen Pearson for upgrade to ‘A’ grade.

8.5 Inter League Finals (Yarmouth) – Senior: Shaun Baker (R2)
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-

On both days play began promptly at 9am with all referees arriving punctually enabling tables to be ironed and prepared in good time. At the request of the Tournament Director, referees were asked to monitor the official EPA dress code and this resulted in two frames being forfeited during the Saturday. Play finished at 9.05pm on Saturday and 2pm on Sunday.

During the weekend the senior was called for on just one occasion for a decision on a total snooker. Two assessments for upgrade to ‘A’ (Peter Hallett and Eileen Pearson) were carried out. Congratulations to all referees who attended the event who conducted themselves in a professional manner both on and off duty.
Break for lunch 12.30pm – resumed after AGM at 1pm

9 Regional Reports (written)
9.1 Region 1 (Tony Clayton) 
There will be an exam held in the region on the 13th May with eight candidates, three of whom will be taking the ‘D’ grade exam.
Nothing more to report.

9.2 Region 2 (Yvonne Armitage)

No delegate
9.3 Region 3 (Andy Price) 
Everything running smoothly; AGM held on the 3rd March at Vauxhall Holiday Park in Great Yarmouth during the Inter County weekend. Exam held in Stoke-on-Trent on the 11th February; 18 candidates with 5 passes. Further exams planned for later in the year.
9.4 Region 4 (Marshall Morter) 
Delegate not present – report received in advance. Apologies for not attending this meeting due to a prior engagement. Request for details of Region 4 referees used in National Events still outstanding. A letter has been sent to all E grade referees to ask them to renew their memberships.
9.5 Region 5 (Peter Hallett) 
Bob Love wishes to become an examiner and will arrange an exam in the near future. Gloucestershire has re-affiliated in a reduced capacity and will be playing Inter League. Hopefully some of their players will be interested in talking the exam. Three R5 referees attending a CYP event today in Northants. 
9.6 Region 6 (Wesley McKelvey) 
Delegate not present – no report received. 
9.7 Region 7 (Sue Mitchell) 
Delegate not present – no report received. 

10 EPA Report (Steve Brooker)
The EPA AGM took place on the 17th/18th March 2007 and Geoff Wilson was elected as the new chairman. 
It was announced that the World Championships would take place in Blackpool between the 2nd – 12th July at the Imperial Hotel. As things stand, without a major sponsor, there will be no televised event this year. 

The Home Internationals will be replaced by the European Cup and will take place in Spain, and next year’s European Championships will be held in Malta.

11 Forthcoming Events
11.1 11th-13th May: Golden Cue (Yarmouth) – Senior Robert Shore (R2)
11.2 2nd -12th July: World Championships (Blackpool)
12 Professional Events
12.1 4th-7th May: IPA Tour 3
12.2 10th/11th May: IPA Event Final stages (Yarmouth)
13 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on the 22nd July 2007 at 11am, at the Stonebridge Manor Hotel, (Meriden Suite) Coventry.
All Delegates are reminded that, if for any reason they cannot attend, they must send a deputy. Would they also send their written reports by email or post to the General Secretary in advance of the meeting so that if for any reason they cannot attend we can still read their report.
14 Any Other Business

14.1 Shaun Baker
The chairman announced that Yvonne Armitage had stood down as Region 2 Delegate and a meeting has been arranged for the 19th May 2007 to elect a replacement. Shaun Baker will chair the meeting and report back in due course.
14.2 Andy Price
It is requested that a ruling should be obtained from the EPA with regards to the wearing of an official refereeing shirt instead of the formal jacket during the hot months; e.g. World Championships. The shirt, if allowed, would be black with long sleeves, with the official EPRA logo on the breast.




Action Point: General Secretary
Meeting closed at 14.00
15 Summary of Actions

	Who
	Summary
	Reference

	General Secretary
	Discuss shirts with the EPA
	14.2
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