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Meeting opened at 11-10am
1 Chairman

In the absence of the Chairman (Shaun Baker) the Vice Chairman (Mike Regan) took the chair and welcomed all delegates, and convened meeting.
2 Attendees

2.1 Present

Officers: 
Mike Regan (Vice Chairman); Steve Brooker (General Secretary); 
Robert Shore (Examination Secretary)
Delegates
Tony Clayton (R1); Yvonne Armitage (R2); Andy Price (R3); Mike Perkins - deputy (R4); Peter Hallet (R5) Sue Mitchell (R7)
Observers
None
Absent
None
2.2 Apologies

Shaun Baker (Chairman); Jason Davies (Treasurer); Marshall Morter (R4); Wesley McKelvey (R6).
3 Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last delegates meeting (23rd July 2006) were taken as read; proposed as a true record by Sue Mitchell (R7) and seconded by Yvonne Armitage (R2)











Voting: Unanimous
4 Matters Arising From Minutes 
Minute 14.2 (action point – Gen. Secretary) The General Secretary will obtain a sample long sleeved black shirt with EPRA logo, that could be worn without a jacket in hot weather. This will be then be taken to the next EPA National Meeting for approval and then could be considered as an alternative to the standard dress code. 
5 Correspondence
5.1 David Mawhinney (EPA)
Request for a referee to cover the EPA’s commitment at the Home Internationals on the 16th/17th September.
5.2 George Harwood (IPA)
Request for three referees for the televised International Masters event at the Victoria Hall Stoke on Trent on the 2nd September.
5.3 Alan Scorer (WEBF)
Email sent to members of the World Committee (copied to the General Secretary) criticising the EPRA’s handling of the Darren Appleton incident. The content was not fair and a reply was sent to Alan Scorer expressing our view. 
5.4 Cathryn Hamer (CYP)
Request for a referees to officiate at pool competitions in November at the Greater Manchester Clubs for Young People.
5.5 Pete Carr (CIU)
Letter requesting referees for their semi-finals at Swindon (R6) and York (R1).
5.6 George Harwood (IPA)
Letter requesting referees for the latter stages of an IPA event due to be staged during the Champion of Champions weekend at Yarmouth.
5.7 Outgoing Correspondence
(1) Reply to Alan Scorer’s email concerning the Darren Appleton incident at the World Championships in Blackpool. 
6 Finance Report 
Jason Davies (Treasurer) was absent

6.1 Report

Accounts were produced to the 18th October 2006 and distributed to all members of the committee.

6.2 Expenses

   The following expenses were submitted and approved:
 Mike Regan (Vice Chairman)
               £31.00 (travel)
 Steve Brooker (General Secretary)
      £243.70 (travel, postage & honorarium)
 Robert Shore (Exam Secretary)           £123.66(travel, postage & honorarium) 
7 Examination Secretary’s Report (by Robert Shore)
7.1 Examinations Held

Examinations since last meeting, July to October 2006

	
	D Grade
	Pass
	
	E Grade
	Pass
	

	Region 1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 2
	10
	1
	
	3
	3
	

	Region 3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 4
	
	
	
	31
	18
	

	Region 5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 6
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region 7
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	10
	1
	
	34
	21
	Grand Total 10+34=44           £220:00


7.2 Rule Changes
World Rules are due to be reviewed at the forthcoming WEBF AGM and the following rule change is proposed for consideration:-
V. Balls Falling Without Being Hit

Any ball that falls into a pocket at any time, without being struck, shall be replaced by the Referee to its original position, no penalty, player in control continues with the visit. If any other balls are moved in these circumstances they shall also be replaced as near as possible to their original positions and the player in control continues with that visit.

This rule can be looked at from two points of view; does the reference of ‘no penalty’ apply to an opponents’ ball(s) or eight ball falling in which is subsequently replaced? Or is it a ‘get out of Jail card’ allowing a player not to be penalised for a foul where incidentally a ball falls?

Nowhere in the list of fouls does it state an exception where balls fall in, yet when the eight ball is potted on the break shot it specifically states that,



N. Loss of Frame Fouls
1. Committing a foul in the same shot that the Eight Ball is potted. (Except on the Break). 
The WEBPF should look at the way that BCA and Snooker deal with ball(s) falling in, both organisations have over 100 years experience in rule development.
Suggested wording:

V. Balls Falling Without Being Hit.
1. If any ball that falls into a pocket at any time, without being struck, the referee will call “Time out” 

    and shall replace the fallen ball to its original position and then call “Time Running” – the player in

    control to continue with their visit



Either option will cover any eventuality, for example a ball falling during the commission of a serious foul.  When the rule was drafted it was not intended that players should get away with illegal shots.

Option 2 is preferred because if a ball falls during any foul only the fallen ball is replaced.

M Serious Fouls

5. Causing the Cue Ball to Jump over any ball. (If the Cue ball leaves the bed of the table and misses an Object ball that would have been struck had the Cue Ball not left the table on an otherwise identical shot, the Cue Ball is deemed to have jumped over that object ball)

The removal of the word ‘Deliberate’ from this rule is unfair. If applied to the letter, a player, who miscues twice making such jump shot, would lose the game. In fact one miscue, with the Cue Ball dropping into a group of balls scattering them in such a manner that the referee felt they could not be replaced, is a loss of frame shot, RULE N(5).

Suggest that the Jump Shot (miscue) should be added to rule K, and the Deliberate Jump Shot (elevated Cue) should remain in Rule M.

M5 reworded.

5. Deliberate jump shot caused by elevating the cue on the shot, and forcing the cue ball to rebound from the bed of the table and causing the Cue Ball to Jump over any ball. (If the Cue ball leaves the bed of the table and misses an Object ball that would have been struck had the Cue Ball not left the table on an otherwise identical shot, the Cue Ball is deemed to have jumped over that object ball) Also note K22 standard fouls.
K 22 Accidental Jump shot, miscue, or when forcing the cue ball to a cushion and the rebound jumps a ball.  (If the Cue ball leaves the bed of the table and misses an Object ball that would have been struck had the Cue Ball not left the table on an otherwise identical shot, the Cue Ball is deemed to have jumped over that object ball).  A break shot that results in the pack being jumped will be deemed to be not a Fair Break (see 4b). Also note M5 serious fouls
8  Events Reports
8.1 Home Internationals (Hinckley) - Senior: Melvin Harley
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-
Referees arrived on Thursday evening prior to the event and assisted in setting up the arena until 1.30am. Play commenced on Friday morning at 10am, no problems reported. Friday evening called to the table once, referee correct. 
Saturday morning play commenced at 9.30am, no problems reported; play ended at midnight.

Sunday morning play commenced at 9.30am, no problems reported.

The referees (Yvonne Armitage and Peter Hallet) were dressed immaculately and were punctual throughout.

8.2 National Amateur (Men) Singles (Yarmouth) - Senior: Robert Shore
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-

All referees reported on time on Thursday 5th October 2006. The event was played on 36 tables for 162 matches providing 4 sections; referees were deployed in two groups working one hour on, one hour off and were rotated round the sections. Play finished at 12.15am.
Friday play commenced at 9am and all second round matches were underway by 11.40am. There was some slow play and one match had to have a table referee, and still took 3hours 40 minutes to complete. The final match started at 11.45pm and ended at 12.15am. During the event the senior was called to adjudicate on some tight total/foul snooker decisions; all referees acquitted themselves well and I congratulate the lower grade referees from region 5 who were confident and performed well.
8.3 Inter League K.O. Cup (Yarmouth) - Senior: Roy Lambourne
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-
On Saturday there was a video presentation and talk by the sponsors prior to the start and play got underway at 9.25am. For refereeing purposes there were five regions in the arena and a referee was deployed in each working one hour on, one hour off. The senior referee was called for only once for a dispute (not involving an official referee); the rules were explained and the remainder of the match was refereed by Tony Clayton. Play for the day ended at 8.45pm. On Sunday play commenced at 9.05am. At 10.45am a time foul was called by the referee (Kevin Lloyd) but the player continued with his shot, thereby playing out of turn. The referee correctly called a serious foul and began to replace the balls in accordance with the rules. At this point an off duty referee (Olwyn Blagborough) who was with the Dawley team became very abusive and argumentative, declaring that she was a referee and knew the rules and claiming (incorrectly) that Kevin Lloyd was wrong. She swore at the referee and also Alan Benton (the tournament director) and her actions brought the EPRA into disrepute. Play ended at 2.35pm.
All referees without exception presented themselves in a professional manner, were smart in appearance and punctual throughout the tournament.

As a result of the Senior Referee’s report, and the comments of the Tournament Director, the committee is considering disciplinary action against Olwyn Blagborough (R3). The General Secretary will write to Olwyn to inform her and give her the opportunity to justify her actions before the next meeting in January.

Action Point: General Secretary
Break for lunch 12.45pm – 1.15pm.

9 Regional Reports (written)
9.1 Region 1 (Tony Clayton) 
Very little going on in the Region; hope for exams in the New Year.
9.2 Region 2 (Yvonne Armitage)

Nothing to report
9.3 Region 3 (Andy Price) 
Everything running smoothly; exam being held at the Potters, Langley Mill on Sunday the 19th November.
9.4 Region 4 (Marshall Morter) 
Request for list of referees used in recent National Events; still searching for background information about the EPRA and will supply in due course; everything going OK in the Region.
9.5 Region 5 (Peter Hallett) 
Attended Minehead event with four other Region 5 referees; hoping to arrange more exams soon; everything going well.
9.6 Region 6 (Wesley McKelvey) 
Delegate not present – email received; all quiet and nothing to report. 
9.7 Region 7 (Sue Mitchell) 
Everything going well; AGM due to be held on the 9th December following the EPA Regional Meeting.
10 EPA Report (Steve Brooker)
At the EPA National meeting (2nd September 2006) the events sub committee met to discuss National Events to be held at Yarmouth during 2007. The total refereeing requirement was agreed and a list detailing this information was distributed to the committee. 
The EPA calendar for 2007 has been received and the dates for the Delegates Meetings for 2007 will be added and distributed to the committee.
11 Forthcoming Events
11.1 3rd November: Ladies National Singles (Yarmouth)
11.2 4th/5th November: Champion of Champions (Yarmouth)
12 Professional Events
12.1 28th/29th October: IPA Tour No 6 (Daventry)

13 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on the 28th January 2007 at 11am, at the Stonebridge Manor Hotel, (Meriden Suite) Coventry and will be followed by the AGM at 1pm.
All Delegates are reminded that, if for any reason they cannot attend, they must send a deputy. Would they also send their written reports by email or post to the General Secretary in advance of the meeting so that if for any reason they cannot attend we can still read their report.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Members are reminded that:-

(1) All proposals and nominations must be with the General Secretary 28 days prior to the AGM (1st January 2007) and members who wish to cast a vote at the AGM, or make a proposal or nomination, must have renewed their membership by the 30th November 2006.

(2) Officer Positions for Election are:  Vice Chairman




    
  Treasurer

(3) All dates on the Membership Form (2007) for renewal refer to when the Regional Delegate receives the form.

14 Any Other Business

14.1 Mike Perkins (R4)
With regards to the additional referees requested for the Inter County Finals weekend in March 2007; there will be three tables used for the Youth England Team Trials on the Saturday.
14.2 Yvonne Armitage (R2)

The referees that officiated at the recent Region 6 event in Minehead were subjected to a considerable amount of abuse from the players and there did not appear to be any action taken by the organisers to control the situation.
14.3 General Secretary

Des Morley has designed a rest that has a flexible head thereby making it possible to do the job of a traditional rest and a spider. A photograph was shown to the meeting and it was decided that as the rest was made for purpose it would be allowable to be used (Rule B – Equipment)
14.4 General Secretary

The headed note paper used for official EPRA correspondence has been altered to allow more space for the recipients name and address and now shows the names of all officers at the foot of the page. A copy was shown to the committee for their approval and was accepted.
Meeting closed at 14.15
15 Summary of Actions

	Who
	Summary
	Reference

	General Secretary
	Write to Olwyn Blagborough (R3)
	8.3


2. Should any ball fall into the pocket after a shot is played and before balls come to rest, providing the


    fallen ball played no part in the shot, once all other balls have stopped moving, it shall be replaced as


    described above, the player who is now in control will continue.


       (If a legal pot was made same player continues. If a legal shot but no pot was played the next player


       will take control as normal. If any foul was made then the next player will continue with the 


       appropriate penalty.)





           3. Should any ball fall into the pocket after a shot is played and before balls come to rest and the ball 


               would have been struck, then the Referee will call “Time out” and replace all balls to their original 


               positions and then call “Time running”


If no infringements of the Rules were committed during the shot, the player who played will replay the shot or may play a different shot at their discretion


If any foul was committed then the next player will continue with the appropriate penalty.








Option 1





2. Should any ball fall into the pocket after a shot is played and before balls come to rest, providing 


    the fallen ball played no part in the shot, or the shot was a foul, once all other balls have stopped 


    moving, it shall be replaced as described above, the player who is now in control will continue.


         (If a legal pot was made same player continues. If a legal shot but no pot was played the next player


         will take control as normal. If any foul was made then the next player will continue with the 


         appropriate penalty.)





           3. Should any ball fall into the pocket after a shot is played and before balls come to rest and the ball 


              would have been struck, and the shot was legal, then the Referee will call “Time out” and replace all 


              balls to their original positions and then call “Time running”


              The player who played will replay the shot or may play a different shot at their discretion





Option 2
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