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Meeting opened at 10.30am
1 Chairman

Welcomed all delegates, and convened meeting but expressed disappointment at the poor attendance.
2 Attendees

2.1 Present

Officers: 
Shaun Baker (Chairman); Mike Regan (Vice Chairman); Steve Brooker (General Secretary); Jason Davies (Treasurer); Robert Shore (Examination Secretary)
Delegates
Tony Clayton (R1); Tom Booth (deputy) (R2) 
Observers
None
2.2 Apologies

Christine Kirk (R3); Peter Hallett (R5); Wesley McKelvey (R6) Sue Mitchell (R7)
2.3 Absent

Marshall Morter (R4)
Delegates are required to send a deputy to the meeting if they are unable to attend, but where last minute emergencies cause non appearance this may not be possible. It was noted that the Region 4 Delegate has been absent for the third meeting in a row without explanation.      Action: Shaun Baker
3 Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last delegates meeting (24th April 2005) were taken as read; proposed as a true record by Tony Clayton (R1) and seconded by Tom Booth (R2).











Voting: Unanimous
4 Matters Arising From Minutes 
1. Minute 14.1 Christine Robins Appeal - Mike Regan (Vice Chairman) took exception to the remark made by Christine Robins during her address to the committee, when she apologised but maintained that her comments were justified. He could not condone or accept that such verbal attacks on current, and previous officers of the EPRA, could be considered “justified”. Mike Regan was unable to attend the April meeting (when the appeal was heard) and requested that his objection to the committee’s decision should be minuted.
5 Correspondence

5.1 Evans Mwape (Zambia)
Email querying the penalty awarded following a foul – reply given advice and referred to the EPA website containing the rules and guidance.
5.2 Anthony Hatherly (Malta)
Email requesting an EPRA sweatshirt
5.3 Pete Carr (CIU)
Email requesting a referee for forthcoming event
5.4 Pete Bragg (CYP)
Email requesting a referee for forthcoming event
5.5 Clare Davies (CYP
Email requesting a referee for forthcoming events
5.6 Terry Teivans (R4)
Email querying the role of a timekeeper in relation to calling fouls – advice given and referred to the Referee’s Guidance.
5.7 Outgoing Correspondence

(1) Letter to John Dowdeswell (R6) regarding unsuccessful application for upgrade to ‘S’
(2) Letter to Len Beddis (R2) confirming his appointment as Honorary Life President of the EPRA
6 Finance Report (by Jason Davies)
6.1 Report

Income derived from examination fees and membership fees are up on 2004 and as a consequence the net worth of the EPRA as at July 2005 is up £334.00.

6.2 Expenses

   The following expenses were submitted and approved:
 Shaun Baker (Chairman)

   £29.00 (travel) 
 Mike Regan (Vice Chairman)

   £36.00 (travel

 Steve Brooker (General Secretary)

   £16.00 (travel)
 Jason Davies (Treasurer)                    

   £64.00 (travel)
 Robert Shore (Exam Secretary)
                           £8.79 (postage)
 Proposed by Tony Clayton (R1); seconded Tom Booth (R2)          Voting: Unanimous
6.3 Memberships Cards

We need to order a new supply of membership cards – Jason Davies and Mike Regan to get quotes.





Action: Jason Davies / Mike Regan
As candidates who pass exams are now automatically members and hence given membership cards, Robert Shore (Examination Secretary) will now issue them when he sends out the pass certificates.
7 Examination Secretary’s Report (by Robert Shore)
7.1 Examinations Held

There have been four ‘D’ grade examinations and two ‘E’ grade examinations held since the last meeting:-
D grade in Region 2:   two candidates, one pass
D grade in Region 2:   one candidate, one pass

E grade in Region 6:
two candidates, two passes

D grade in Region 6:
two candidates, one pass

D grade in Region 7:   fourteen candidates, eight passes
E grade in Region 7: 
one candidate, one passes

7.2 New Examiners
The following referees have now been assessed as Examiners and have achieved the required standard:-
Ian Craggs (Region 2)

Tom Booth (Region 2)

Steve Huntingdon (Region 2)

Wesley McKelvey (Region 6)

7.3 Examination Paper – Overseas referees
A referee from Malta expressed his view at the World Championships that a recent examination held in Malta, during the European Championships, produced a poor result because of the language difficulty. He asked whether a translator could be used.
The committee considered the exam to be for EPRA candidates and, whilst overseas referees would be welcome to take it, we would not be able to arrange translators. Other countries could also devise their own exam papers and we would assist them if required.
8  Events Reports
8.1 Golden Cue (Yarmouth) - Senior: Shaun Baker
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-

Event took place at Yarmouth on the 7th – 8th May 2005 and play began promptly at 9am each day. All referees were punctual and the liaison between the Tournament Officials and the Senior Referee was excellent throughout.
During the weekend the Senior was called to the tables on three occasions; one total snooker; one foul snooker; one touching ball; on each occasion the referee’s decision was correct.

Two A grade assessments were carried out during the event and the papers have been passed to the Examination Secretary.

All referees conducted themselves in a professional manner both on and off duty.

8.2 Champion of Champions (Yarmouth) - Senior: John Hope
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-

Event took place at Yarmouth on the 5th – 6th November 2004. A total of 15 referees were used on the Saturday in the split shift format, also covering the games room. 12 referees were used on the Sunday starting at 9am and the event finished at 2.45pm.
One referee became unwell and Colin Welch (R4) stepped in to cover for the Sunday – my thanks to Colin.

All referees were prompt for the morning meetings but 2 or 3 needed reminding about punctuality returning from breaks. All referees worked well during the event and I would like to thank them for their efforts. 

The Senior was called to the tables on 8 occasions with no problems with the referee’s decisions.  One query regarding the dress code during a frame resulted in a “time out” being called and the player taken to the top table. Unfortunately, it had not been made clear that the player was on the 8 ball at the time and this caused some problems.

One table was closed down due to a water leak in the air conditioning, and a table referee was put onto a match where it was considered that play was not in the spirit of the game (both teams trying to avoid tough opponents in the next round).

A trial use of walkie-talkies was inconclusive and abandoned because of interference with the security and site radios.
8.3 World Championships (Blackpool) Senior: John Hope
The senior referee’s report was read in full to the meeting and summarised as follows:-

The senior event was held in the Royal suite using 18 tables and the junior, under 21 and wheelchair events were held in the Queens suite using 8 tables.  Liaison between the Tournament Director/Top Table and Senior Referee was very good with the majority of sessions being played on time according to the schedule.
The use of walk-about-referees caused some problems with regard to fouls being called/not called and some disapproving words were voiced.

Players’ dress code caused some problems as there were two codes being used, the EPA and the World.

Overall the tournament went very well with no complaints being voiced against referees at the morning briefings. The majority of referees worked well and within their capabilities, but it must be mentioned that there seemed to be a lack of enthusiasm in some cases, particularly at the weekend.

The overseas referees performed very well and thanks go to them - Frank Wagemaker (SA); Warren Ross (AUS); Michel Delapeyre (FRA); Pasquale Scibberas (MAL) and Liam Shanley (IRE).

The Senior was called 20 times during the event and the vast majority of the decisions made by the referees with only a few “slip ups”.
The report highlighted problems with four referees that needed to be brought to the committee’s attention and where necessary advice will be given to those referees concerned.
8.4 World Championships (TV stage) – report by Shaun Baker
The television stages of the World Championships took place at the Hilton Hotel, Blackpool with two men’s quarter finals on Tuesday; two quarter finals and two semi finals on Wednesday; the team final, ladies singles final and men’s singles final on Thursday. All matches were refereed by EPRA referees, with the overseas referees acting as time-keepers. 
There were no problems during the event.

9 Regional Reports (written)
9.1 Region 1 (Tony Clayton)

Nothing to report.
9.2 Region 2 (Alan Blackburn)

No report received
9.3 Region 3 (Chris Kirk) - absent
No report received
9.4   Region 4 (Marshall Morter) (delegate absent) 

No report received

9.5 Region 5 (Peter Hallett) - absent
No report received

9.6 Region 6 (Wesley McKelvey) - absent
No report received

9.7 Region 7 (Sue Mitchell) - absent but report sent by email.
Dave Tildesley was unable to attend an exam in Slough to be assessed as examiner because of a family bereavement. Everything is running well within the region and I apologise for not being able to attend the meeting (working).
10 EPA Report (Steve Brooker)
10.1   World Championships 2006

At the EPA National Meeting, it was decided that next year’s World Championships would be held at the Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool. This is a larger venue than the Hilton and will be able to accommodate all the referees, and the playing arena is large enough for the TV ‘set-up’ to be built without removing the main tables. This will give greater flexibility. The date for the 2006 event are the 6th – 15th June.
10.2   EPRA Minutes/Ivor Edwards
The matter of interference by the EPA Secretary was discussed following correspondence to Ivor Edwards from the EPRA General Secretary. It was agreed that the EPRA, whilst part of the EPA, is traditionally self-governing and should be left to be run by its own officers. 
11 Forthcoming Events
11.1 16th/18th September: Home Internationals (Aberdeen)
11.2 8th/9th October: Inter League KO Cup (Yarmouth)
11.3 5th/6th November: Champion of Champions (Yarmouth)

11.4 27th/28th August: Ladies Tour (Chatham)

12 Professional Events
12.1 30th/31st July: IPA International Masters -TV event ( Hanley)
12.2 26th/29th August: IPA Tour No.5 (Coventry)
12.3 21st/23rd October: IPA Tour No 6 (Wembley)
13 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on the 16th October 2005 at 10.30am, at the Stonebridge Manor Hotel, (Meriden Suite) Coventry.
All Delegates are reminded that, if for any reason they cannot attend, they must send a deputy.
14 Any Other Business

Meeting closed at 13.40
15 Summary of Actions

	Who
	Summary
	Reference

	Chairman
	Enquire as to the whereabouts of the R4 Delegate
	2.3

	Treasurer
	Obtain quotation for membership cards
	6.3

	Vice Chairman
	Obtain quotation for membership cards
	6.3
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