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Meeting opened at 11:10
1 Chairman

Welcomed all delegates and convened meeting and requested that if delegates are unable to attend meetings they should ensure that a deputy is sent in their place to represent their region.
2 Attendees

2.1 Present

Officers: 
Shaun Baker (Chairman); Mike Regan (Vice Chairman); Steve Brooker (General Secretary); 
Jason Davies (Treasurer): 
Delegates
Tony Clayton (R1); Robert Shore (Asst. R2); Melvin Harley (R3); Roy Lambourne (R7). 
2.2 Apologies

Alan Blackburn (R2); Marshall Morter (R4); John Dowdeswell (R6)
2.3 Absent

Mark Mills (R5)
3 Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last delegates meeting (25th January 2004) were taken as read; proposed as a true record by Tony Clayton (R1) and seconded by Roy Lambourne (R7)
Voting: Unanimous
4 Matters Arising From Minutes 

Action Points

(7) A list of examiners has been supplied to Robert Shore (assistant to Exam Secretary).
(8.2)The matter has now been resolved by the clarity of the rule change
(14.1)The daily rate has been agreed and details will be given in correspondence.

(14.2) The General Secretary has now supplied the treasurer with a stock certificate.
5 Correspondence

5.1 Garry Calcott (R5)
Letter regarding late renewal of membership and subsequent downgrading to ‘D’ grade.
5.2 Dennis Whitaker (R4)
Letter to inform the EPRA that until further notice he will not be available to referee at National events    

due to personal circumstances, and he wishes to resign as an examiner.
5.3 Roy Lambourne (R7)
Letter confirming the upgrade (to ‘B’) of Stan Robinson.
5.4 Beverley Richards (R6) 
   Letter to inform the EPRA that she has now resigned.
5.5 Kevin Whitehorn (Youth Action Wiltshire)

Letter to congratulate the two referees that officiated at a recent pool event on their excellence, and to 

thank them for their assistance in making the event a success. The referees involved were Ted Messen

and Wesley McKelvey (R6). Thanks also to John Dowdeswell (R6).
5.6 Robert Uzzell (R7)
Letter to confirm minor upgrades within the region, confirmed by Roy Lambourne (R7).
5.7 Rachael Smith (CYP)
Email to express thanks to the referees who officiated at a recent pool event – Tom Booth (R2) and 
Stuart Crowe (R2)
5.8 Pete Carr (CIU)
Letter requesting referees for a forthcoming event (Region 2 and Region 6).
5.9 Michael Stanley (R4)
Letter requesting upgrade – not able to be dealt with due to lack of accurate CV and Delegate’s 

endorsement. 
5.10 John Dowdeswell (R6)
Letter to apologise for not being able to attend this meeting.

5.11 Roy Lambourne (R7)

Request on behalf of Steve Brooker for consideration for upgrade from ‘A’ to ‘S’.

CV attached.

5.12 Outgoing Correspondence

(1) Email to Garry Calcott (R5) re downgrading

(2) Email to Dennis Whitaker (R4) in reply to his notification about events and exams.
(3) Email to Beverley Richards (R6) to acknowledge her resignation.

(4) Letter to Les Church (EPA Chairman) regarding referees expenses, new rates:-



Daily Rate to £55 per day for each day of an event



Evening Rate to be £40



Event Senior Referee to receive a supplement of £5 per day.

This was accepted by the EPA and will next be reviewed in October 2006.
6 Finance Report

6.1 Finance Report



Income and expense balance sheets were given out for the period ending 22nd April 2004.
1) Income over expenditure for the current year (up to 22/04/2004) is £1001.71. The region 3 exam in 

January could not be included because the money has not yet been paid in by the examiner.
2) Delegates are reminded that they must not, under any circumstances, pay in 2005 membership 




money before 1st November.

3) Still need to change asset recording from profit/loss method. Will be done for next meeting.

4) The stock certificate for Y/E Nov 30th 2003 has been produced by the stock holder.

5) By the time you read this you will know that the senior referee supplement is now to be paid by the  

                EPA. I will show this within the expenses received/paid categories. Only the £30 paid so far out of 
                EPRA finds will be shown separately in the accounts.

6) A separate sheet is included showing 26 ex members which can affiliate for 2004. 8 of these have 
                until June 30th before they loose the chance to retain their grade.

7) There may well be 2 assistant seniors to pay for this year, and with the extra travel to EPA meetings, 
                 the current lack of examination income will become critical. 
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14 
24 
18 
 49




Total:  121 Members


Note: The above figures do not include affiliations received at the meeting from Region 3 from members who 
will be graded at their previous grades because they didn’t renew their membership on time.

There is a total of 15 members who have yet to renew their memberships for 2004 and the delegates are 
requested to chase these members up as soon as possible.


Region 2 


Region 3


Region 5


Adrian Bottomley

Ian Copping


Chris Williams

Gerry Fleming






Malcolm Lewis

Melanie Kneafcy-Davenport

Paul Hickton

Region 6


Region 7





Jonathan Taylor

Charles Cockburn





Craig Ralph


Karen Bird

Roy Hatton


Martin Prime
6.2 Expenses

   The following expenses were submitted and approved:
 Shaun Baker (Chairman)

 £16.50
(travel)

 Mike Regan (Vice Chairman)

 £16.50
(travel)

 Steve Brooker (General Secretary)  
 
£106.51
(travel, postage)

 Jason Davies (Treasurer)                       
  
 £13.50 
(travel) 
 Robert Shore (Exam Secretary –asst)       

   £8.26
(travel)  
Mike Regan (Vice Chairman) expressed thanks to the General Secretary for absorbing the printing and stationery costs through his private resources, saving the EPRA a substantial amount of money each year.

Proposed by Roy Lambourne (R7); seconded Tony Clayton (R1)          Voting: Unanimous
7 Examination Secretary’s Report (Robert Shore)
7.1 Examinations Held

An examination was held during the European Championships (Chris Robins R2)

with three candidates – all passed, and certificates sent.
An examination was held in Region 3 – six candidates, one pass.

7.2 E Grade Examination

A review of the examination paper has revealed a number of discrepancies, and some questions 

  required clarification. Therefore, a complete rewrite will take place and the exam will be ready for a 

  reprint by the middle of May.
Following this, the main exam will also be subject to a full review.
Meeting adjourned for lunch at 12.45pm.

Meeting resumed at 1.20pm
8  Events Reports

8.1 European Championships (Jersey) – Christine Robins (Senior)


   This event took place on the 24th-29th February 2004, and ran very smoothly. All the referees that 

   attended worked hard and I was pleased with each one of them. I also took three Jersey men for the main 
   exam and they all passed. Hopefully they will start their own association.

8.2 England Team Trials (Yarmouth) - Alan Blackburn (Senior)

The above event took place on the 5th March 2004 with all referees present. A referee was put on a table because of slow play whilst I was out of the room checking on the junior trials, and as soon as I became aware of the situation I check the scores and reversed the decision. All referees were correctly attired and it was good to see Len Beddis back. However, it proved a little too soon and I hope that he takes time to regain full fitness. Well done to all the referees for their hard work and professionalism.
8.3 Inter County Finals (Yarmouth) (Yarmouth) – Roy Lambourne (Senior)

   The above event took place at Vauxhall Holiday Park on the 6th and 7th March 2004. The scheduled number 
   of referees was 40 and, a week prior to the event, we had 40 plus two reserves. However, for various 
   
   reasons, that number was reduced to 36 by the start of the event. Upon arrival I discovered that one referee 
   was unwell and would not be available, leaving just 35. A minimum of 36 is needed to cover the 32 tables, 
   with breaks, and following unsuccessful attempts to find a replacement it was decided to use an unqualified 
   referee (who is a County ‘A’ player and well versed in the rules) to assist. The team captains had no 

   objections and there were no problems. During Saturday the smoke alarm was activated and it was traced 
   to someone smoking behind the stage. It should be noted that referees must observe the no smoking 

   signs in all areas behind the stage. This, combined with a problem printing the score sheets, resulted in a 
   delay of about one hour. I was called to the tables only once on Saturday at a request to resolve a foul 
  
   break, and as I didn’t see it I could not pass judgement. On Sunday I was called to the tables just once and 
   the referee’s decision was correct. The Norfolk ‘B’ team manager congratulated a referee on a decision 
   made concerning a player putting away his cue before the end of the frame (loss of frame foul). All referees   
   should be congratulated upon their performances and turnout. The condition of the caravans left much to be 
  desired with inadequate heating and no hot water. The ongoing problem of referees making themselves 
  available, and then withdrawing need to be addressed. 


8.4 World Championship Qualifiers - Men (Yarmouth) – Marshall Morter (Senior)
The above event was held on Thursday and Friday the 15th / 16th April 2004 starting at 5pm, with walkabout duties until the close of play at 11.30pm. On Friday play commenced at 9.30am and all referees were on time and dressed to the usual high standard. Throughout the event I was called to the table on just two occasions, the first to confirm a foul snooker and the second to overrule a total snooker. The tournament director (Dave Higgins) thanked the referees for their hard work and I would like to congratulate them – they all were a credit to the association. 

8.5 Inter League Finals (Yarmouth) – Christine Robins (Senior)

(Report written by John Dowdeswell (R6) who was being assessed for upgrade to ‘S’ grade.)
The event took place on the 17th & 18th April and passed without major incident. All situations that arose were dealt with promptly and efficiently. I was called to the tables only once. Two ‘B’ grade referees were being assessed (by the Senior Referee) for upgrade to ‘A’.

As a result of the assessment for John Dowdeswell he will remain as ‘A’ grade.

At the conclusion of the event, Christine Robins decided to tender her resignation from the EPRA. Her comments were discussed at this Delegates Meeting and her decision was accepted.





9 Regional Reports (written)
9.1 Region 1 (Tony Clayton)
Nothing to report other than we still await the new ‘E’ grade exam.
9.2 Region 2 (Alan Blackburn – by post)
As there has not been a meeting since the Region AGM there is not a lot to report. The decision not to pay the Senior Referee supplement at the England Trials I believe is wrong and I would like the matter discussed at the Delegates Meeting.
(The Committee agreed and the treasurer will send Alan Blackburn £5.00. The situation will not reoccur as the EPA has now agreed to pay this supplement as part of the new arrangement.)
9.3 Region 3 (Melvin Harley)
An exam was held in January with one pass – congratulations to Paul Dunkey. The professional events that are staged within Region 3 often take place on the same day, could George Harwood be asked to alter this. The Region 3 AGM is due to take place next week. We have struggled to supply sufficient referees for our commitments and thanks to Region 2 for their assistance.
9.4 Region 4 (delegate absent) – no report
9.5 Region 5 (delegate absent) – no report
9.6 Region 6 (delegate absent) – no report
9.7 Region 7 (Roy Lambourne)
Since the last meeting an exam was held in London in February and all candidates failed to turn up. One referee in Surrey has been upgraded to ‘B’ and two referees in Berkshire have been upgraded to ‘C’. Another examination is planned in the near future to be held in Kent.
10 EPA Report 
 (There has not been an EPA representative for some time, and it was agreed at the recent EPA National meeting that the EPRA General Secretary, who reports to the EPA at their meetings, should act for them at EPRA meetings. The EPA reserve to right to supplement an EPA member should they so wish in the future.)

1) The EPA approved the proposed changes to the Referee’s expenses as detailed in Section 5.11 above.

2) The new Rules & Guidance booklet has now been completed and agreed by the EPA, and they have ordered 3,000 copies to be printed. The EPRA will be given (free of charge) sufficient copies so that each member will receive one in due course. The booklet will be available through the EPA Regions and at National Events, price £1.00. Each candidate wishing to sit the exam (‘D’ or ‘E’) will be required to purchase a copy in advance.   
11  Forthcoming Events
11.1 EPA Golden Cue (Yarmouth) Sat & Sun the 8th / 9th May 2004  


Senior Referee – Mike Regan (assistant – Steve Brooker)
11.2 World Championships (Blackpool) 26th May – 4th June 2004 
Senior Referee – Robert Shore.

12 Professional Events 

Two IPA events are due to take place within Region 3, on Tuesday the 27th April and Thursday the 29th April. Referees have been appointed. 
13 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Sunday the 25th July 2004 at The Fox, Colsterworth at 11am. All  

          Delegates are reminded that, if for any reason they cannot attend, they must send a deputy.
14 Any Other Business

14.1 Referees Expenses – assistant Senior.
The EPRA pays the assistant referee’s expenses as the EPA do not provide for this. Where an ‘A’ 
grade referee is unsuccessful at the first attempt, subsequent applications to be assessed will be at 
their own expense, subject to the discretion of the Delegates Meeting.
Meeting closed at 15.00
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