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Meeting opened at 11:05
1 Chairman

Welcomed all delegates and convened meeting; special welcome to new delegates Marshall Morter (R4) and Roy Lambourne (R7),
2 Attendees

2.1 Present

Officers: 
Shaun Baker (Chairman); Mike Perkins (Vice Chairman); Steve Brooker (General Secretary); 
Jason Davies (Treasurer): 
Delegates
Tony Clayton (R1); Robert Shore (Asst. R2); Marshall Morter (R4); John Dowdeswell (R6); 

Roy Lambourne (R7). 
Observers

Mike Regan (R1); Chris Kirk (R3); Ron Maddern (R4); Stan Robinson (R7)

2.2 Apologies

Len Beddis (Examination Secretary) Alan Blackburn (R2); Mel Harley (R3); Christine Noble (EPA)
2.3 Absent

Mark Mills (R5)
3 Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last delegates meeting (2nd November 2003) were taken as read; proposed as a true record by Tony Clayton (R1) and seconded by Mike Perkins (Vice Chairman). 

Voting: Unanimous
4 Matters Arising From Minutes 

Action Points

(5.1) General Secretary to read in correspondence
(7.1.2 General Secretary to read in correspondence
(8.1- 3) All event reports now received and will be read later in the meeting

(14.5) General Secretary to read in correspondence

Other Matters

(5.8) Ron Maddern (R4) questioned how many meetings John Hope (the previous Region Four delegate) had attended and pointed out that local meetings were missed also. The Chairman (Shaun Baker) pointed out that attendance at local meetings was not a matter for the Delegates Meeting, and confirmed that the only Delegates Meeting missed by John was due to ill health.
5 Correspondence

5.1 Kevin Armitage (R2) 
Letter and CV requesting upgrade from ‘B’ to ‘A’
5.2 Premier Pool League (Surrey)
Letter from the Vice Chairman (Geoff Kite-Williams) congratulating Stan Robinson (R7) on his excellent handling of recent (local) events, and endorsement of his application for upgrade from ‘C’ to ‘B’.
5.3 Kevin Whitehorn (Youth Action Wiltshire)
Request for referees for their annual pool competition – all appointed (R6).
5.4 John Irelan-Hill (R2) – email 
Requesting a refund of £3 being the additional amount paid when affiliating last year as a ‘C’ grade when he should have affiliated as a ‘D’ grade because he had not passed the World Rules examination. John has not renewed his membership for 2004 and it was agreed that if John decided to rejoin in the future, £3 would be credited against the fee due. 
5.5 John Dowdeswell (R6)
Letter confirming details of the Region 6 PRA AGM – John re-elected and Wesley McKelvey appointed Secretary.
5.6 Russell Burgess (Pool Federation of Wales)
Letter informing the EPRA that Gareth Williams would be attending the European Championships in Jersey and requesting clarification of the referee’s expenses.
5.7 Chris Noble (EPA) - email
              Email notifying us that Chris can no longer continue as EPA Delegate to the EPRA.
5.8 Dave Holden (R6)
Letter and CV requested upgrade from ‘B’ to ‘A’
5.9 John Dowdeswell (R6)

Letter concerning Youth Action Wiltshire event on the 8th February to change date due to clash with Inter County weekend.
5.10 Kevin Whitehorn (Youth Action Wiltshire)


Confirmation of the re-arranged pool event.
5.11 John Dowdeswell (R6)
Letter and CV requesting upgrade from ‘A’ to ‘S’
5.12 Outgoing Correspondence

1) Letter to David Tildesley (R7) to confirm upgrade ‘B’ to ‘A’
2) Letter to Christine Kirk (R3) to confirm upgrade ‘B’ to ‘A’

3) Letter to Paul Bowen (R6) informing him of downgrade ‘A’ to ‘B’
4) Letter to David Holden (R6) to clarify position re upgrade request
5) Letter to Mr. Alan James re report on “Masse” cue tip extension.
6) Letter to Russell Burgess re Gareth Williams.
6 Finance Report

6.1 Finance Report


It had been agreed between the Chairman, General Secretary and Treasurer before the meeting not to

produce a finance report that merely showed the membership payments. Instead the Treasurer 

produced sheets detailing how many Referees had renewed their membership. 
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Total:  110 Members


Delegates were given printed details of all Referees within their region and a separate list showing 

which members have not rejoined. 

There is a total of 35 outstanding memberships; delegates to chase these up.
6.2 Expenses

   The following expenses were submitted and approved:
Shaun Baker
(Chairman)
£16.50
(travel)

Mike Perkins
(Vice Chairman)
£15.00
(travel)

Steve Brooker     (General Secretary)  
£106.65
(travel, postage)

Jason Davies
(Treasurer)                        £73.39 
(travel, stationary, postage)   
Jason Davies thanked the auditor (Robert Shore R2) for his work and advice.

Meeting adjourned for lunch and the AGM at 12.20pm.

Meeting resumed at 3.05pm

7 Examination Secretary’s Report

Due to absence of Len Beddis because of ill-health there was no Examination Secretary’s report. In view of the seriousness of Len’s condition it was decided to appoint Robert Shore (R2) as assistant to the Examination Secretary to liaise with Len and continue the work until Len returns to full health.
It was pointed out to Robert Shore that the new ‘E’ grade examination was ready to be launched and the need for an increase in candidates was vital. A list of current examiners will be sent to Robert. 










Action: General Secretary
8  Events Reports

8.1 Home Internationals (Stockport) – Alan Blackburn (Senior)

The above event took place at the Britannia Hotel, 21st – 24th September 2003 and ran smoothly without any major incidents. Well done to the referees Steve Brooker, Paula Landers, Yvonne Armitage and Liam (Ireland) who refereed the entire tournament and to Brian Jennings, Tom Booth and Phil Turner who came in on Sunday.
8.2 National Inter League KO Cup (Yarmouth) – Robert Shore (Senior)

   The above event took place at Vauxhall Holiday Park and all referees attended as expected. 

David Tildesley (R7) was being assessed for upgrade (to ‘A’) and his performance over the weekend both as table referee and walkabout was considered worthy of upgrade to ‘A’ grade.


With the exception of one incident the whole competition passed without dispute, all queries being dealt with by the referees on the floor.


The one incident that was disputed concerned a foul snooker where the ball ‘on’ was so close to a straight cushion that the finest cut could not be played (not a foul snooker). The argument concerned an opponent’s ball between and behind the ball ‘on’ and the side cushion, and whether it was relevant. The player reasoned that had the cushion not been there then the opponent’s ball would have prevented the finest possible cut. (Robert Shore felt that this might cause confusion in the future and suggested a ruling should be agreed for the minutes)





Action: Next meeting
8.3 European Professional Cup (TV Event) Stoke – Shaun Baker (Senior)
The above event was held at the North Stafford Hotel in Stoke-on-Trent, quarter finals to final. The referees in attendance (Jason Davies, Melvin Harley and Steve Brooker) were all immaculate in dress and the standard of refereeing was excellent; the Senior Referee was not called into action at any time during the event.

My thanks to Alan Blackburn (who was present for the training seminar) for stepping in at short notice to assist with time-keeping. 

8.4 Champion of Champions (Yarmouth) – Shaun Baker (Senior)

The above event was held at Vauxhall Holiday Park 7th – 9th November 2003. The event started on the Friday evening and finished very late; the referees involved were paid extra as they had worked in excess of 14 hours.

Due to a late withdrawal on Friday morning we were one referee short for the event and there were 36 match tables in use. There was an extremely late finish which was caused by two factors; firstly a computer software problem resulted in no matches starting for 45 minutes; and secondly a clash between two events, the Ladies Champion of Champions Singles and Ladies KO Cup.

During the weekend I was called upon 10 times and only on one occasion did I overrule the table referee (which was a very close call on a foul snooker).

All referees were a credit to the EPRA and I would like to especially congratulate Phil Turner (R2) Roy Lambourne (R7) and Martin Pearson (R7) for their dedication to duty during the weekend.





9 Regional Reports (written)
9.1 Region 1 (Tony Clayton)
Not a lot to report other than we still await the new ‘E’ grade exam with two counties showing great interest.
9.2 Region 2 (Alan Blackburn – by post)
Our AGM was held on the 10th January and I was re-elected as Delegate but with a slight difference. Due to my health problems, Robert Shore will attend the National Meetings on my behalf.
Would all requests for referees within the Region be sent via the County Delegate. A number of outside bodies have approached the referees direct without informing anyone.

I have received a phone call from John Irelan-Hill concerning a refund for over-payment of his membership renewal for 2003, and would ask the meeting to consider this.

9.3 Region 3 (Mel Harley by email)
Region 3 is still struggling to cover all the matches on occasions as they are held on the same day.
The new referees that have recently passed the exam still need more experience to learn the rules.

We are holding an exam this weekend in Wolverhampton.

We have not yet held an AGM.

9.4 Region 4 (Marshall Morter)
All referees within the Region have rejoined for 2004. Our AGM will be held on the 29th February. The Region hopes that more of our referees will be used for National competitions and professional events.
9.5 Region 5 delegate absent) – no report
9.6 Region 6 (John Dowdeswell)
At the R6PRA AGM Wesley McKelvey was elected as secretary to serve for two years. We have a number of forthcoming events and Devon, Cornwall and Wiltshire have moved venues.

9.7 Region 7 (Roy Lambourne)
The Region 7 PRA AGM was held in December and I was elected as Delegate. We have an examination being held in London on the 29th February. Nothing else to report.
10 EPA Report 
       No report – delegate absent
11  Forthcoming Events
11.1 England Team Trials (Yarmouth) Friday the 5th March 2004  

Senior Referee – Alan Blackburn + 10 referees

11.2 Inter County Finals (Yarmouth) Sat/Sun the 6th – 7th March 2004  


Senior Referee – Roy Lambourne + 40 referees
11.3 World Championship Qualifiers - Men (Yarmouth) Friday 16th April 2004

Senior Referee – Marshall Morter
11.4 Inter League Finals (Yarmouth) Sat/Sun the 17th – 18thApril 2004  


          Senior Referee – Christine Robins / John Dowdeswell Assistant Senior.
12 Professional Events 

No details received.
13 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Sunday the 25th April 2004 at The Fox, Colsterworth at 11am and subsequent meetings will be held on Sunday the 25th July 2004 and Sunday the 24th October 2004.
14 Any Other Business

14.1 Referees Expenses – daily rate
The current agreement, set in 2002 for two years, is now due for review and negotiations with the EPA will be undertaken by the Chairman and General Secretary.

Action: Chairman/General Secretary
14.2 Assets – stock take

A stock take will be arranged by the General Secretary and a stock certificate issued to the Treasurer.









Action: General Secretary
14.3 Inter County Play off event



Mike Perkins (TD) requests that Ron Maddern be appointed to referee this event to be held at Suzie Qs in 
Worcester.
14.4 Ian Farnborough (R6)
 John Dowdeswell requested that Ian Farnborough be re-instated as examiner, which was granted.
Meeting closed at 16.15
15 Summary of Actions

	Who
	Summary
	Reference

	General Secretary
	List of Examiners to be sent to Robert Shore
	7

	Next Meeting
	Clarification of Foul Snooker rule
	8.2

	General Secretary
	Discuss daily rate with EPA Chairman
	14.1

	General Secretary
	Produce stock certificate
	14.2
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